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Item 5.02. Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers;
Compensatory Arrangements of Certain Officers

On June 25, 2015, W.W. Grainger, Inc. (the “Company”’) announced that Donald G. Macpherson had been appointed as
the Chief Operating Officer of the Company, effective August 1, 2015. Mr. Macpherson, age 47, previously served as
Senior Vice President and Group President, Global Supply Chain and International since 2013. Prior to that, Mr.
Macpherson served as Senior Vice President and President, Global Supply Chain and Corporate Strategy, a position
assumed in 2012 and Senior Vice President, Global Supply Chain, a position assumed in 2008. A copy of the press
release announcing his appointment is attached as Exhibit 99.1.

On June 25, 2015, Mr. Court D. Carruthers, Senior Vice President and Group President, Americas, announced he
would resign from his position, effective as of July 31, 2015.

Item 5.03. Amendment to Articles of Incorporation or Bylaws; Change in Fiscal Year

On June 25, 2015, in connection with the appointment of Mr. Macpherson, the Board of Directors of the Company
adopted an amendment to Article IV of the Company’s bylaws to create the position of Chief Operating Officer and
describe therein the duties of such position. A copy of the amendment to the bylaws is attached as Exhibit 3.1.

Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits
(d) Exhibits

Exhibit No. Document Description

3.1 Amendment to Bylaws of W.W. Grainger, Inc. effective as of June 25, 2015.
99.1 Press Release dated June 29, 2015
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