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UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20549

SCHEDULE 14A

Proxy Statement Pursuant to Section 14(a) of
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (Amendment No.          )

Filed by the Registrant ý

Filed by a Party other than the Registrant o

Check the appropriate box:

o Preliminary Proxy Statement

o Confidential, for Use of the Commission Only (as permitted by Rule 14a-6(e)(2))

ý Definitive Proxy Statement

o Definitive Additional Materials

o Soliciting Material Pursuant to §240.14a-12

ARCH CAPITAL GROUP LTD.

(Name of Registrant as Specified In Its Charter)

Not Applicable

(Name of Person(s) Filing Proxy Statement, if other than the Registrant)

Payment of Filing Fee (Check the appropriate box):

ý No fee required.

o Fee computed on table below per Exchange Act Rules 14a-6(i)(1) and 0-11.
(1) Title of each class of securities to which transaction applies:

(2) Aggregate number of securities to which transaction applies:

(3) Per unit price or other underlying value of transaction computed pursuant to Exchange
Act Rule 0-11 (set forth the amount on which the filing fee is calculated and state how
it was determined):

(4) Proposed maximum aggregate value of transaction:

(5)
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Total fee paid:

o Fee paid previously with preliminary materials.

o Check box if any part of the fee is offset as provided by Exchange Act Rule 0-11(a)(2) and
identify the filing for which the offsetting fee was paid previously. Identify the previous
filing by registration statement number, or the Form or Schedule and the date of its filing.

(1) Amount Previously Paid:

(2) Form, Schedule or Registration Statement No.:

(3) Filing Party:

(4) Date Filed:
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Wessex House
45 Reid Street
Hamilton HM 12,
Bermuda

441 278 9250
Telephone
441 278 9255 Fax

March 31, 2009

Dear Shareholder:

        I am pleased to invite you to the annual general meeting of the shareholders of Arch Capital Group Ltd. to be held on May 6, 2009, at
9:00 a.m. (local time), at The Fairmont Hamilton Princess Hotel, 76 Pitts Bay Road, Hamilton HM 12, Bermuda. The enclosed proxy statement
provides you with detailed information regarding the business to be considered at the meeting.

Your vote is very important. Whether or not you plan to attend the meeting, please sign the enclosed proxy card and mail it promptly in
the enclosed envelope.

Sincerely,

Paul B. Ingrey
Chairman of the Board
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 ARCH CAPITAL GROUP LTD.
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS

        Notice is hereby given that the annual general meeting of the shareholders of Arch Capital Group Ltd. will be held on May 6, 2009, at
9:00 a.m. (local time), at The Fairmont Hamilton Princess Hotel, 76 Pitts Bay Road, Hamilton HM 12, Bermuda, for the following purposes:

�
PROPOSAL 1:    To elect three Class II Directors to serve for a term of three years or until their respective successors are
elected and qualified.

�
PROPOSAL 2:    To elect certain individuals as Designated Company Directors of certain of our non-U.S. subsidiaries, as
required by our bye-laws.

�
PROPOSAL 3:    To appoint PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm for the year
ending December 31, 2009.

�
PROPOSAL 4:    To conduct other business if properly raised.

        Only shareholders of record as of the close of business on March 20, 2009 may vote at the meeting.

        Our audited financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2008, as approved by our Board of Directors, will be presented at this
annual general meeting.

Your vote is very important. Please complete, sign, date and return your proxy card in the enclosed envelope promptly.

This proxy statement and accompanying form of proxy are dated March 31, 2009 and, together with our 2008 Annual Report to
Shareholders, are first being mailed to shareholders on or about April 1, 2009.

Dawna Ferguson
Secretary

Hamilton, Bermuda
March 31, 2009
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