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Item 5.   Other Events.

          On September 18, 2002, Veeco Instruments Inc. and FEI Company received
a request from the U.S. Department of Justice for additional information under
the Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act regarding the proposed merger
involving the two companies. Veeco intends to cooperate fully and respond
promptly to the request.

         The second request has the effect of extending the waiting period under
the Hart-Scott-Rodino Act until 30 calendar days after Veeco and FEI comply
with the request.

                                   SIGNATURES

         Pursuant to the requirement of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Dated: September 18, 2002

                                  VEECO INSTRUMENTS INC.

                                  By: /s/ GREGORY A. ROBBINS
                                      ----------------------------
                                      Name: Gregory A. Robbins
                                      Title:  Vice President and General Counsel
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