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Exhibit No. 1            Preliminary Approach Announcement dated 27 April 2005

                  ALLIED DOMECQ PLC - PRELIMINARY APPROACH BY
                        CONSTELLATION BRANDS CONSORTIUM

Allied  Domecq plc  ("Allied  Domecq")  announces  that it has today  received a
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preliminary  approach from a consortium led by Constellation Brands Inc. about a
potential offer for the company. The consortium consists of Constellation Brands
Inc., Brown Forman  Corporation,  Lion Capital  (formerly Hicks Muse Europe) and
Blackstone.  At this stage it is too early to ascertain whether this preliminary
approach will lead to an offer for Allied Domecq. A further announcement will be
made in due course.

END

For further information:

Media enquiries:
Anthony Cardew, Cardew Group                                +44 (0) 20 7930 0777
                                                            +44 (0) 7770 720389
Investor enquiries:
Peter Durman, Director, Group Investor Relations            +44 (0) 7771 974817

SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the  requirements  of the  Securities  Exchange Act of 1934, the 
Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned, thereto duly authorized.

27 April,2005

                                      ALLIED DOMECQ PLC

                                      By:      /s/  Charles Brown
                                      ---------------------------
                                      --------------------------
                                      Name:  Charles Brown
                                      Title: Director, Corporate Secretariat 
                                             Deputy Company Secretary
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