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Re: SYNGENTA AG
Press Release: Syngenta strengthens corn portfolio with acquisition from CHS Research

Filed herewith is a press release related to Syngenta AG. The full text of the press release
follows:
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Media Release — Communiqué aux médias — Medienmitteilung

Syngenta strengthens corn portfolio with acquisition from CHS Research
Basel, Switzerland, 20 February 2004

Syngenta strengthens its broad portfolio of corn seeds products with the acquisition of important corn-breeding
material from the US-based company CHS Research, LLC. Under the agreement, Syngenta acquires corn
germplasm, including breeding materials and inbreds, from the corn-breeding program of CHS. Syngenta has also
entered a new breeding collaboration with CHS focused on the development of enhanced, proprietary corn
products. The terms of the agreements were not disclosed.

OThis acquisition and research collaboration provide our companies with exciting new possibilities,[] said Jeff Beard,
Chief Operating Officer of Syngenta Seeds. [[These agreements will strengthen the broad offer of high quality corn
hybrids that we sell under the NK® brand. Our collaboration will complement each company[Js presence in the
marketplace and particularly broaden our reach in the US Corn Belt.[]

Dr. Tom Hoegemeyer, CEO of Hoegemeyer Hybrids, Inc. and Research Director for CHS Research, LLC, added, [We
look forward to working closely with Syngenta, given its extensive technology base, and are confident that this
collaborative effort will further advance the strong genetics developed by CHS. This will facilitate our goal of
providing our CHS customers the best corn hybrids to meet their farming needs.[

Syngenta Seeds markets corn hybrids under the widely established NK® Brand. CHS companies provide research
and development support for corn hybrids sold under the highly regarded Bo-Jac, Curry and Hoegemeyer brands.
All companies will retain ownership of their respective brands and commercial seed businesses, and will continue
to independently sell products under their brands.

Syngenta is a world-leading agribusiness committed to sustainable agriculture through innovative research and
technology. The company is a leader in crop protection, and ranks third in the high-value commercial seeds

market. Sales in 2003 were approximately $ 6.6 billion. Syngenta employs more than 19[]J000 people in over 90
countries. Syngenta is listed on the Swiss stock exchange (SYNN) and in New York (SYT). Further information is

available at www.syngenta.com.

CHS Research, LLC, develops top-performing hybrid corn seed products for its principals that own and market
through Bo-Jac Seed Company, Inc., Mount Pulaski, IL; Curry Seed Company, Inc., Elk Point, SD; and Hoegemeyer
Hybrids, Inc., Hooper, NE.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has

duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly
authorized.

SYNGENTA AG

Date: February 23, 2004 By: /s/ Damian Heller

Name:Damian Heller
Title: Company Secretary

By: /s/ Christoph Mader

Name: Christoph Mader
Title: General Counsel




